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Letter  From Editor  - Rhonda Kiker   

WELCOME! 
This newsletter is a derivative of the articles and posts from the Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association, Inc. E-List. (http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/Phoenix_Exotics/)  Many thanks to the members for their contributions.  Any published submissions 
have been granted prior permission for publication.  Should you feel that your views have not been properly represented, please 
email, General@PhoenixExotics.Org or President@PhoenixExotics.Org, or you may write a letter to the address below.  Please 
be descriptive as to which article and please reference “Volume Number”  and “ Issue Number” , located on the front of the news-
letter. If you wish to see any of our past copies of the newsletters, you may go to website, http://www.PhoenixExotics.org/ 

Our thanks goes to the “Associated Press”  for granting a non-exclusive license to reprint materials online for the purpose of this 
newsletter. Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association, Inc., membership fee is only $10.00/annually. A check or money order can be 
mailed along with any inquiries you may have. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

� � � � � � � � �	 
� 
� � � � � � � � �	 
� � 
 � � � �
� � � � 





� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	
 � � 
 � 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 									� � � � 	� � � � � � � � 	 � 	� � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 	

� � ���
 � 	� � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 															 		� � � � �	� 
 � �� � � � � 		 � � � � � � � � � � 	

�  � � ��	� � � � � � � 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	

! 	" � � �� 	��#� 	� � 	$� �
 	� 
 � 	� � %%� � � 	� � � 	
 � � � 
 �� 	& ��� ��' � 	� � � � � �� � �� 
 (	! 	� 
 � � � � � � 
 � 	� � � � 	� � � � 	� � � 	' � � 	� � � ) � � � � �%	� 
 �* 	
� 
 � 	
 � 
  � � ' � 
 � � ) �� (	

+�� 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	+� � � 
 � 	+�� 
 � � � � � 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	

� �� � � � 
� 
 � �� � � 
� � � � � 
� � 
� � 
 � � 
� � � � � �


� � ��
� � 
� � � � 
 �� 
� � � � �� 
� ��� ��� � 
� � � � � �� � �� 
 � 
�  
! � � 
" " #$
%� � � � ��� �
� � 
&' ( #$


Phoenix Exotics E-List contained 470 posts in February. We are limited in the print medium to select only 
a few items. You can join the e-list at http://phoenixexotics.org/ then click on the link for E-groups email 
list. 

Please note: Please visit the archive section of the Yahoo E-list for  many more ar ticles, posts and replies. 

Welcome from President - Jeanne Hall 

My name is Jeanne Hall, I am the President of Phoenix Exotic and would like to brief you on what to expect in our upcoming 
newsletters. The newsletter is an avenue to reach our members who do not have convenient access to our website. We are 
reaching out to make Phoenix Exotic accessible, including in our newsletter information from our e-list for members who are 
currently not online. Enjoy! 

The stated purpose of Phoenix per the articles of incorporation: 

“…for charitable educational and scientific purposes; to educate the public in the necessary safety precautions and procedures for 
dealing with exotic wildlife; and to provide emergency assistance to exotic wildlife in need of care or relocation.”  

“Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association, Inc. is based in the UNITED STATES of AMERICA and addresses concerns within the 
USA and internationally. Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association, incorporated in the state of Washington as a non-profit 
corporation.”  

“Phoenix is dedicated to the legal and ethical ownership of exotic animals by private persons with an emphasis on education and 
safety. Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association Inc. is an organization of active members working to protect and maintain the rights 
of  private ownership through responsible behavior.”  
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 I would like to announce that the long awaited DVD master copy has arrived of the 2004 Phoenix Exotic Annual 
Meeting that was held at the Plaza Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada. The meeting is available in DVD or VHS format. This has 
turned out terrific and is 4 1/2 hours long! The DVD and VHS case is beautifully done with the Phoenix Exotic Logo , the 
theme of the meeting is "SOLUTIONS" and where the meeting was held, nicely done!! A "Wanna get this" for sure!! For all 
those that want to order a DVD( 2 discs) or VHS ( 2 tapes for better quality) we have tried to keep the cost to a minimal and as 
close to cost as possible. We are only sending in orders of 10 or more at a time in order to help keep the cost down. 
 
To order :   DVD's: $19.95 + $4.95 for shipping and handling 
    VHS : $25.95 + $4.95 shipping and handling 
    (check or money order) 
 
Payment can be made to:  Phoenix Exotic    http://www.paypal.com  
    Wildlife Association  payable to :President@PhoenixExotics.org 
    P O Box 1132  OR *note:please add $2.00 extra if ordering 
    Chehalis, WA 98532   through paypal for paypal fees. 
    
    
Please include:  Name and address 
    Number of copies 
    Amount sent 
    e-mail address or telephone number in the event we need to get in touch with you. 
 
    If you have any questions,  please feel free to contact me at cathspohrer@metrocast.net 
    Cathy Freeman-Spohrer 
    Secretary, Phoenix Exotics 
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Now available online at http://www.Amazon.com with a beautiful glossy, color  soft cover ! 

 
Phoenix Exotics is proud to present the 
first in a series of books on Responsible 
Ownership of Exotic Animals. This 
book is 115 pages long with  photos 
and il lustrations. Presenting real l i fe 
tales of smal l  exotic cats and their 
dedicated owners, heartwarming, yet 
unafraid to inform prospective owners 
about the potential for hard times, as 
wel l  as good, in such deeply held 
relationships.  
 
Nearly 20 authors including a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine, a Doctor of 
Chiropractic, Veterinary Chiropractic, 
pet owners, breeders, sanctuary owners  
and  folks who have been involved with 
exotic cats for many years have created 
a must read. Now, in their own words, 
exotic owners speak out.  
 

This book gives them voice: 
 

� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � ����

1 Copy $8.00 
       5 Copies $32.00 
                    10 Copies $48.00 
                    50 Copies $200.00 
  

(Please include $2.95 for 
 shipping/handling charges) 

 
Send Check or  Money Order  to: 

Phoenix Exotics  
   Wildlife Association 
    PO Box 1132 
    Chehalis, WA 98532 
 

************************  
   PLEASE NOTE!!!!

* ***********************  
 

Pri ces have not changed i f  you 
purchase directly from Phoenix Exotic 
Wi ldl i fe Associati on. Bulk rates 
remain the same. This is a great deal 
f or  t he pr i ce.  Def i ni t el y  t ake 
advantage of the savings so you can 
share this treasure with friends and 
colleagues! 
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SC:  League f i ght s t o save pr i mat es 
Submi t t ed by Rhonda Ki ker  Sun Apr  25,  2004 
By BRUCE SMI TH,  The Associ at ed Pr ess 
SUMMERVI LLE — Passi ng t hr ough t he gat e of  t he I nt er nat i onal  Pr i mat e Pr ot ect i on League 
sanct uar y,  you sense you’ ve t aken a wr ong t ur n and mi st akenl y ar r i ved on anot her  
cont i nent .  The songs of  gi bbons r i se on t he mor ni ng ai r ,  and Shi r l ey McGr eal  gr eet s 
you wi t h her  Br i t i sh accent .  I t  i s  her e i n a pi ne gl en i n r ur al  Sout h Car ol i na t hat  
McGr eal  has,  f or  mor e t han a quar t er - cent ur y,  super v i sed a wor l dwi de ef f or t  t o pr ot ect  
pr i mat es.  She f ounded t he I nt er nat i onal  Pr i mat e Pr ot ect i on League even ear l i er  — i n 
Thai l and 30 year s ago — t o pr ot ect  t hr eat ened pr i mat es i nc l udi ng gi bbons,  monkeys and 
gor i l l as.  Much of  t he l eague’ s wor k i s  di r ect ed at  f i ght i ng i l l egal  t r af f i ck i ng of  t he 
ani mal s.  The l eague’ s al most  10- acr e compound wi t h i t s  cages and r uns i s  home t o 33 
gi bbons — some i n t hei r  l at e 40s and many br ought  her e af t er  l i v i ng year s i n medi cal  
l abs.  McGr eal ,  who has a doct or at e i n educat i on,  had pl anned t o become a col l ege  
pr of essor .  Despi t e havi ng no exper i ence wi t h pr i mat es,  she deci ded she needed t o do 
somet hi ng when,  i n t he ear l y  1970s,  she saw gi bbons,  monkeys and ot her  pr i mat es cr at ed 
f or  shi ppi ng at  t he Bangkok Ai r por t  and f or  sal e at  a mar ket  i n t he c i t y .  “ I  was 
r eal l y  sel f - t aught ,  al t hough I  had seen ani mal s i n zoos and ever yt hi ng.  I  nor mal l y  
woul d have become a col l ege t eacher , ”  she says.  “ I t ’ s  amazi ng I  got  out  of  t he ar ea 
and st ar t ed a t ot al l y  new l i f e. ”  That  l i f e has r esul t ed i n a wor l dwi de or gani zat i on 
wi t h 15, 000 member s and f i el d r epr esent at i ves i n 31 nat i ons wor ki ng t o pr eser ve par ks 
and sanct uar i es f or  pr i mat es and f or  l aws t o ban ani mal  t r af f i ck i ng.  One of  t he 
l eague’ s ear l y  accompl i shment s was wor ki ng wi t h Thai  st udent s i n t he mi d- 1970s t o 
document  t he shi ppi ng of  pr i mat es f r om Bangkok Ai r por t  — wor k t hat  r esul t ed i n t hat  
nat i on banni ng pr i mat e expor t s.  I n subsequent  year s,  t he l eague hel ped wor k f or  a ban 
on t he expor t  of  Rhesus monkeys f r om I ndi a and t he sei zur e of  chi mps on sal e i n pet  
shops i n Saudi  Ar abi a.  When t he l eague cel ebr at ed i t s  30t h anni ver sar y l ast  year ,  
Pr i nce Phi l i p,  husband of  Queen El i zabet h I I ,  sent  a l et t er  of  commendat i on.  “ The 
League can l ook back wi t h much pr i de on i t s  ver y consi der abl e achi evement s . . .  most  
pr i mat e popul at i ons ar ound t he gl obe ar e i n a bet t er  st at e t hanks t o i t s  act i v i t i es, ”  
he wr ot e.  Al l  t hi s  f r om j ust  a desi r e t o make a di f f er ence.  “ When I  was st ar t i ng,  I  
was obvi ousl y a nobody, ”  McGr eal  r ecal l s .  She had no backgr ound i n bi ol ogy or  wi l dl i f e 
but  di d r ead a book t i t l ed “ The Apes”  by Oxf or d Uni ver s i t y  pr of essor  Ver non Reynol ds.  
So she wr ot e t o t el l  hi m about  t he or gani zat i on she envi s i oned.  “ He coul d have done 
t wo t hi ngs.  He coul d have wr i t t en back and sai d,  ‘ I ’ ve never  hear d of  you. ’  . . .  Or  he 
coul d have sai d ‘ How can I  hel p?’ ”  McGr eal  says.  Reynol ds of f er ed hi s hel p and has 
been hel pi ng s i nce,  she r ecount s as she wal ks t hr ough t he sanct uar y.  “ For  ever y ani mal  
we car e f or  her e,  we car e f or  100 over seas”  by suppor t i ng ot her  gr oups and 
sanct uar i es,  she adds.  “ A l ot  of  i t  we had t o f i gur e out .  Some of  i t  we r ead.  But  
t her e has been no ‘ Jane Goodal l ’  of  t he gi bbons, ”  says McGr eal ,  r ef er r i ng t o t he 
i nt er nat i onal l y  known pr i mat e sci ent i s t .  “ Ther e haven’ t  been t hese 30- year  st udi es of  
gi bbons. ”  The compound has cages wi t h encl osed r uns over head,  al l owi ng t he gi bbons t o 
move ar ound dur i ng t he day.  The weat her  i n Sout h Car ol i na i s  not  t oo di f f er ent  f r om 
Asi a.  “ I t ’ s  ver y ni ce.  They do have some chi l l y  weat her  ( i n Asi a) ,  and gi bbons l i ve up 
t o 5, 000 f eet , ”  she says.  The sanct uar y ’ s whi t e- handed gi bbons per haps r esembl e humans 
mor e c l osel y t han ot her  pr i mat es,  McGr eal  says.  They l i ve i n f ami l y uni t s  and l i ke t o 
s l eep i n t he same pl ace ever y ni ght .  They ar e t er r i t or i al ,  and f ami l i es must  be kept  
i n separ at e r uns and cages.  But  unl i ke many humans,  gi bbons mat e f or  l i f e and,  when 
t hei r  of f spr i ng get  ol d enough,  t hey push t hem out  t o st ar t  t hei r  own l i ves.  And,  al so 
unl i ke humans,  t her e seems t o be l i t t l e r aci al  bi as.  “ No bl ack gi bbon woul d r ef use t o 
pl ay wi t h anot her  col or  gi bbon.  They l ook behi nd t he col or  of  t he gi bbon t o t he i nner  
gi bbon, ”  McGr eal  l aughs.  The sanct uar y ani mal s consume about  1, 000 pounds of  f ood a 
mont h,  l ar gel y f r esh f r ui t  and veget abl es as wel l  as bamboo f r om bamboo st ands on t he 
pr oper t y.  Af t er  30 year s,  McGr eal  says t he l eague has had i t s  successes but  mor e 
r emai ns t o be done.   
              ( CONTI NUED…)  



� � � � � �� �	 � � 
 �� �� �
� 
�� � �� � � � � �� 
 �� � ���� � �� � � 
� � � �� ���� � � � �� � � � � � �
��� � � � �
          (A Washington Not-For-Profit Corporation) 

 

A caut i onar y t al e 

Submi t t ed by Ray ( r une. r ai on)  Sat  Apr  17,  2004  

Fi r e at  r escue gr oup of f i ce bl amed on pet  f ood 
4/ 17/ 2004 3: 05 PM 
By:  Associ at ed Pr ess 
( LI BERTY)  - -  I nvest i gat or s bl ame a bag of  decomposi ng pet  f ood f or  a f i r e t hat  
dest r oyed t he of f i ce and suppl i es of  an ani mal  r escue gr oup Apr i l  11.  The Happy Hi l l s  
Ani mal  Foundat i on i n Randol ph Count y had about  a t on of  dog and cat  f ood i n bags at  
i t s  of f i ces.  Fi r e i nvest i gat or s f ound some bags t hat  wer e l ower  i n t he st acks had 
bur ned f r om t he i ns i de out ,  suggest i ng t hey spont aneousl y combust ed.  Wat er  appar ent l y  
got  i nt o one or  mor e bags,  st ar t i ng t he decomposi t i on pr ocess.  As i t  r ot t ed,  i t  
gener at ed heat  t hat  coul dn©t  escape t hr ough t he pi l e of  bags.  No ani mal s wer e har med 
i n t he f i r e and t he or gani zat i on i s  st i l l  ar r angi ng pet  adopt i ons.  Copyr i ght  2004 

“ The pr i mat e t r ade i s  r eal l y  r ampant , ”  she says.  “ I t  was r eal l y  bad 30 year s ago,  t hen 
i t  r eal l y  di pped i n t he monkey t r ade par t i cul ar l y .  Then f our  or  f i ve year s ago when 
al l  t hi s  st uf f  about  bi owar f ar e got  hot ,  t he demand f or  monkeys has got t en enor mous.  
They want  t o st udy Ebol a and ant hr ax and you name i t . ”  McGr eal  al so wor r i es t hat  
cr at es used t o shi p ani mal s coul d pr ovi de a vehi c l e f or  t er r or i s t  at t acks.  “ I ’ ve 
al ways sai d t hi s huge and bur geoni ng t r ade i n l i ve ani mal  t r af f i c  i s  a way, ”  she says.  
“ Ani mal  cr at es ar e not  i nspect ed.  Somet hi ng l i ke a spi t t i ng cobr a — what  cust oms agent  
i s  goi ng t o i nspect  a spi t t i ng cobr a?”  

Veneman Names Nat i on’ s Top Vet  As APHI S Admi ni st r at or  
Submi t t ed by Robi n Tayl or  Sat  Apr  10,  2004 
ht t p: / / www. usda. gov/ Newsr oom/ 0140. 04. ht ml  
Rel ease No.  0140. 04,  Cont act :  Al i sa Har r i son ( 202)  720- 4623 
Veneman Names Nat i on’ s Top Vet  As APHI S Admi ni st r at or  
WASHI NGTON,  Apr i l  9,  2004 - -  Agr i cul t ur e Secr et ar y Ann M.  Veneman t oday announced t he 
appoi nt ment  of  Dr .  Ron DeHaven as admi ni st r at or  of  t he Ani mal  and Pl ant  Heal t h 
I nspect i on Ser vi ce.  “ I  am ver y pl eased t hat  Dr .  DeHaven has accept ed t hi s 
appoi nt ment , ”  Veneman sai d.  “ Hi s l eader shi p and management  exper i ence ar e val uabl e 
asset s as we cont i nue t o st r engt hen our  ani mal  and pl ant  pr ot ect i on syst ems. ”  As 
admi ni st r at or ,  DeHaven wi l l  manage pr ogr ams t hat  ar e cr i t i cal  t o t he pr ot ect i on of  
Amer i ca’ s l i vest ock,  pl ant s and f ood suppl y.  DeHaven r epl aces Bobby Acor d,  who r et i r ed 
on Apr i l  3,  af t er  al most  38 year s of  f eder al  ser v i ce.  Acor d ser ved as admi ni st r at or  
s i nce November  2001.  Pr i or  t o hi s appoi nt ment ,  s i nce Apr i l  2002,  DeHaven ser ved as 
deput y admi ni st r at or  of  APHI S f or  Vet er i nar y Ser v i ces,  t he nat i on’ s chi ef  vet er i nar y 
of f i c i al ,  wher e he pr ovi ded l eader shi p i n saf eguar di ng ani mal  heal t h,  most  not abl y t he 
management  of  t he det ect i on and i nvest i gat i on of  bovi ne spongi f or m encephal opat hy 
( BSE)  i n a cow i n Washi ngt on St at e i n December  2003.  He ser ved as t he act i ng associ at e 
admi ni st r at or  f or  APHI S f r om Oct ober  2001 t hr ough Apr i l  2002.  Fr om 1996 t o 2001,  
DeHaven was t he deput y admi ni st r at or  f or  t he Ani mal  Car e ( AC)  uni t  of  APHI S,  
admi ni st er i ng t he Ani mal  Wel f ar e Act  and t he Hor se Pr ot ect i on Act .  Bef or e assumi ng t he 
deput y admi ni st r at or  posi t i on,  DeHaven was AC©s west er n r egi onal  di r ect or  i n 
Sacr ament o,  Cal i f or ni a,  f or  seven year s.  DeHaven obt ai ned a Doct or  of  Vet er i nar y 
Medi c i ne degr ee f r om Pur due Uni ver s i t y  i n 1975 and a Mast er s i n Busi ness 
Admi ni st r at i on f r om Mi l l saps Col l ege i n Mi ssi ss i ppi  i n May 1989.  Af t er  gr aduat i ng f r om 
vet er i nar y school ,  he spent  f our  year s i n t he U. S.  Ar my Vet er i nar y Cor ps bef or e 
begi nni ng hi s car eer  wi t h APHI S i n 1979.  DeHaven l i ves i n Cr of t on,  Mar yl and,  wi t h hi s 
wi f e Nancy.  They have t wo gr own chi l dr en,  a daught er  and a son.   
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St udy:  Cougar s t her e but  i nvi s i bl e 
Submi t t ed by Ray ( r une. r ai on)  Mon Apr  5,  2004 
St udy:  Mount ai n l i ons adept  at  movi ng unseen t hr ough our  wor l d,  SETH HETTENA,  
Associ at ed Pr ess 
CUYAMACA RANCHO STATE PARK,  Cal i f .  -  I n t he mount ai ns out s i de San Di ego,  deer  f l i t  
acr oss a gr assy meadow near  a l ake swat hed i n ear l y  mor ni ng mi st .  Al most  no one,  
however ,  sees t he l ess bucol i c  scene t hat  devel ops af t er  t he sun goes down and t he 
par k©s mount ai n l i ons begi n st al k i ng deer  t o f i l l  t hei r  bel l i es.  New t echnol ogy i s  
gi v i ng r esear cher s a wi ndow i nt o t he l i f e of  Cal i f or ni a©s No.  1 pr edat or ,  a cr eat ur e 
so st eal t hy t hat  t he Amer i can I ndi ans cal l ed i t  " t he ghost  of  t he Rocki es. "  For  t he 
past  t hr ee year s,  20 l i ons i n and ar ound San Di ego Count y©s Cuyamaca Rancho St at e Par k 
wer e out f i t t ed wi t h $5, 000 Gl obal  Posi t i oni ng Syst em col l ar s t hat  al l owed r esear cher s 
t o t r ace t hei r  noct ur nal  t r avel s.  The r esul t s  sur pr i sed r esear cher s.  Mount ai n l i ons -  
al so known as cougar s or  pumas -  wer e cr ossi ng i nt er st at e hi ghways and ski r t i ng 
c l ust er s of  homes wi t hout  bei ng seen.  Peopl e wer e somet i mes unawar e t hat  t hei r  goat s 
and ot her  l i vest ock wer e s i l ent l y  dr agged of f  and devour ed by l i ons i n t he mi ddl e of  
t he ni ght .  A separ at e Sout her n Cal i f or ni a st udy capt ur ed a puma movi ng t hr ough a 
gr af f i t i - l i ned under pass.  " What  sur pr i sed me t he most  i s  t he degr ee of  adapt abi l i t y  t o 
what  I  consi der  t o be hi gh human act i v i t y  i n puma habi t at , "  sai d Ken Logan,  one of  t he 
r esear cher s on t he st udy and t he aut hor  of  " Deser t  Puma"  based on a decade of  r esear ch 
i n New Mexi co.  " Dependi ng on t he s i ze as wel l  as t he home l ocat i on of  t he GPS- col l ar ed 
l i ons we st udi ed,  t her e wer e l i t er al l y  hundr eds t o a t housand peopl e l i v i ng i n t he 
ar ea. "  The ongoi ng $200, 000- a- year  st udy by t he Uni ver s i t y  of  Cal i f or ni a,  Davi s may 
al so hol d t he hope of  a bet t er  under st andi ng of  why t he puma,  whi ch nor mal l y  avoi ds 
peopl e,  somet i mes comes danger ousl y c l ose.  I n Januar y,  a l i on maul ed cycl i s t  Mar k 
Reynol ds t o deat h i n an Or ange Count y par k and t hen ser i ousl y i nj ur ed a second cycl i s t  
a shor t  t i me l at er .  Ther e wer e al so t r oubl i ng r epor t s of  l i ons appr oachi ng hi ker s i n 
Sabi no Canyon out s i de Tucson,  Ar i z . ,  i n r ecent  mont hs.  The UC Davi s t eam i s st udyi ng 
how t he l i ons behave ar ound peopl e.  Resear cher s event ual l y  want  t o under st and whet her  
l i on behavi or  changes as t hey get  used t o us.  I t ©s a quest i on t hat ©s key t o t he 
cougar ©s cont i nued exi st ence i n t he f ast - gr owi ng West  s i nce l i ons of t en pay t he 
ul t i mat e pr i ce when t hey come t o c l ose.  I n Cal i f or ni a,  wher e a vot er  i ni t i at i ve 
out l awed t r ophy hunt i ng of  mount ai n l i ons,  mor e t han 700 pumas have been k i l l ed over  
t he past  decade f or  t hr eat eni ng or  har mi ng peopl e.  " Ther e mi ght  be ways wi t h bet t er  
under st andi ng t o know how t o behave ar ound l i ons t o r educe t he publ i c  saf et y i nc i dent s 
or  l i on at t acks, "  sai d Wal t er  Boyce,  di r ect or  of  t he UC Davi s Wi l dl i f e Heal t h Cent er  
and l ead r esear cher  on t he pr oj ect .  Cuyamaca Rancho St at e Par k,  35 mi l es east  of  San 
Di ego,  was chosen f or  t he st udy because of  t he pot ent i al  f or  f ut ur e at t acks.  The par k 
was t he s i t e of  one of  t he t hr ee f at al  mount ai n l i on at t acks i n Cal i f or ni a over  t he 
past  decade when 56- year - ol d I r i s  Kenna was k i l l ed i n 1994 dur i ng a mor ni ng hi ke.  
Twel ve pumas wer e k i l l ed ar ound t he par k i n t he 1990s f or  saf et y.  " Yet  when we went  i n 
t her e and st ar t ed l ooki ng at  t hi s ver y i nt ensi vel y,  not hi ng happened, "  Boyce sai d.  
" Li ons wer e doi ng a ver y good j ob of  avoi di ng peopl e. "  Dur i ng t he day,  t he GPS-  
col l ar ed l i ons t ypi cal l y  s l ept  at  l east  a f oot bal l  f i el d©s l engt h away f r om t he 
near est  t r ai l  and even f ur t her  f r om bui l di ngs.  Af t er  t he sun went  down,  cougar s used 
t he par k©s ext ensi ve t r ai l  syst em and cr ept  c l oser  t o bui l di ngs t han i n t he day.  One 
3- year - ol d mal e,  dubbed M- 2,  showed an uncanny abi l i t y  t o sneak acr oss r oads.  I n a 
s i x- mont h per i od i n 2002,  he cr ossed I nt er st at e 8 and t wo st at e hi ghways a t ot al  of  48 
t i mes.  He ul t i mat el y was k i l l ed when he was hi t  by a vehi c l e.  When r esear cher s pl ot t ed 
t he t r avel s of  a 2- year - ol d f emal e cal l ed F- 8,  her  meander i ngs showed a c l ear  or bi t  
ar ound -  but  never  t hr ough -  pr i vat e pr oper t i es i n t he r ur al  east er n San Di ego Count y 
communi t y of  Har r i son Par k.  A separ at e GPS st udy of  t hr ee pumas i n t he Sant a Moni ca 
Nat i onal  Recr eat i on Ar ea out s i de Los Angel es f ound one l i on was usi ng a gr af f i t i -
cover ed under pass t o cr oss a hi ghway.  A sensor - t r i gger ed camer a capt ur ed t he r ear  hal f  
of  a r ai n- soaked l i on and gr af f i t i  i n t he backgr ound.   
              ( cont i nued…)  
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Quest i on on SC exot i c l aws 
Submi t t ed by Raven Ar chi bal d ( gat or keeper )  Sun Apr  11,  2004 

For  a t i me I  have been cont epl at i ng a move t o Sout h Car ol i na,  and was cur i ous on t hei r  
l aws r egar di ng exot i cs.  I  woul d want  t o know al l  t he r egs,  r egar di ng al l  di f f er ent  
ani mal s,  but  i n par t i cul ar ,  t hi er  st ance on exot i c  bi r ds ( par r ot s f i nches,  cor v i ds,  
hor nbi l l s ,  t oucans) ,  and her ps,  speci f i cal l y  r egar di ng cr ocodi l i ans,  as I  have 
spect acl ed cai man ( I  have 4) ,  and pr i vat e owner shi p of  an amer i can al l i gat or  ( I  have 
one) ,  seei ng as t hey ar e nat i ve t her e.  My al l i gat or  ( osceol a)  i s  mi cr ochi pped,  and I  
was wonder i ng i f  anyone had any exper i ance wi t h t he l aws/ possabl e per mi t s t her e,  
par t i cul ar l y  because I  woul d be cont i nuei ng t o r un my educat i onal  bui sness ? Woul d I  
have t o get  an al l i gat or  f ar mi ng per mi t ,  and l i scance,  or  ar e t her e ot her  per mi t s 
avai l abl e? I  r eal l y  do not  wi sh t o par t  wi t h her ,  or  my spect acl ed cai mans,  as t hey 
ar e r escues,  and I  have had t hem f or  qui t e a t i me now.  We ar e l ooki ng at  f ar ms,  and 
pl aces i n r ur al  t ype ar eas wi t h a mi ni mum of  one acr e,  zoned f or  hor ses and ot her  
l i vest ock.  Thanks f or  any hel p i n advance -  
Raven -  

Quest i on on SC exot i c l aws 
Submi t t ed by ( gem j ungl e)  Mon Apr  12,  2004 

Get t i ng a per mi t  f or  pr i vat e owner shi p of  an Amer i can al l i gat or  i n SC i s j ust  about  
i mpossi bl e.  Most  non nat i ve exot i cs ar e not  car ed about  much on a st at e l evel  but  many 
count y©s and c i t i es have bans.  
Dr .  Bhagavan Ant l e 
Di r ect or  of  T. I . G. E. R. S 
ht t p: / / www. t i ger f r i ends. com 

I n Oct ober ,  Cuyamaca Rancho St at e Par k was r avaged by t he Cedar  f i r e,  t he st at e©s 
l ar gest  wi l df i r e.  One l i on i n t he st udy di ed f r om i nj ur i es suf f er ed i n t he bl aze,  but  
t he t ol l  of  dead or  i nj ur ed cougar s i s  not  known.  The f i r e,  however ,  wi l l  s t i mul at e 
new pl ant  gr owt h,  whi ch wi l l  benef i t  deer  -  t he l i on©s mai n f ood sour ce.  The UC Davi s 
st udy i s  chal l engi ng some of  t he assumpt i ons of  st at e game war dens,  who ar e r esponsi -
bl e f or  pr ot ect i ng peopl e f r om t he l i ons.  Lt .  Bob Tur ner ,  who has k i l l ed dozens of  l i -
ons over  mor e t han t wo decades wi t h t he Cal i f or ni a Depar t ment  of  Fi sh and Game,  sai d 
he no l onger  bel i eves t hat  once a l i on eat s domest i c  ani mal s i t  must  be k i l l ed.  F- 8 
was col l ar ed af t er  she at e an al paca,  a domest i cat ed l l ama,  i n a pen bel ongi ng t o a 
br eeder  who l i ved near  t he par k.  Si nce t he br eeder  modi f i ed t he f enci ng ar ound her  r e-
mai ni ng al pacas af t er  t he at t ack,  t he l i on r et ur ned t o hunt i ng deer .  " Cl ose t o 50 per -
cent  of  t he l i ons k i l l ed coul d be avoi ded i f  peopl e coul d be r esponsi bl e, "  Tur ner  
sai d.  " Most  peopl e ar e pl ai n st upi d. "  For  t he cougar s i n t he st udy,  t he No.  1 cause of  
deat h was peopl e.  Four  l i ons wer e k i l l ed under  speci al  per mi t s i ssued by t he Depar t -
ment  of  Fi sh and Game f or  pumas t hat  t hr eat en peopl e or  k i l l  l i vest ock.  Di sease,  a 
f i ght  bet ween pumas,  and t he Cedar  f i r e al so t ook a t ol l .  For  t housands of  year s,  peo-
pl e hunt ed and k i l l ed pumas.  Fr om 1909 t o 1963,  mor e t han 12, 000 wer e hunt ed and 
k i l l ed i n Cal i f or ni a.  That  has l ed some l i ke Logan and hi s wi f e,  Li nda Sweanor ,  t o be-
l i eve t hat  humans ar e ai di ng evol ut i on by el i mi nat i ng l i ons t hat  don©t  f ear  peopl e.  
The l i ons t hat  sur v i ve and r epr oduce ar e genet i cal l y  pr ogr ammed t o keep t hei r  di st ance 
f r om us.  " We ar e not  on t he menu, "  sai d Doug Updi ke,  a bi ol ogi st  wi t h t he Cal i f or ni a 
Depar t ment  of  Fi sh and Game.  " I f  a l i on had any desi r e t o cat ch and eat  peopl e,  we 
woul d see l i t er al l y  hundr eds of  peopl e dyi ng ever y day. "  ON THE NET  
Sout her n Cal i f or ni a Puma Pr oj ect :  
ht t p: / / www. vet med. ucdavi s. edu/ whc/ scp/ mnt _l i on. ht m 
ht t p: / / www. mer cur ynews. com/ ml d/ mer cur ynews/ news/ l ocal / 8348248. ht m 
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