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Letter  From Editor  - Rhonda Kiker   

WELCOME! 
This newsletter is a derivative of the articles and posts from the Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association, Inc. E-List. (http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/Phoenix_Exotics/)  Many thanks to the members for their contributions.  Any published submissions 
have been granted prior permission for publication.  Should you feel that your views have not been properly represented, please 
email, General@PhoenixExotics.Org or President@PhoenixExotics.Org, or you may write a letter to the address below.  Please 
be descriptive as to which article and please reference “Volume Number”  and “ Issue Number” , located on the front of the news-
letter. If you wish to see any of our past copies of the newsletters, you may go to website, http://www.PhoenixExotics.org/ 

Our thanks goes to the “Associated Press”  for granting a non-exclusive license to reprint materials online for the purpose of this 
newsletter. Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association, Inc., membership fee is only $10.00/annually. A check or money order can be 
mailed along with any inquiries you may have. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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Phoenix Exotics E-List contained 976 posts in February. We are limited in the print medium to select only 
a few items. You can join the e-list at http://phoenixexotics.org/ then click on the link for E-groups email 
list. 

Please note: Please visit the archive section of the Yahoo E-list for  many more ar ticles, posts and replies. 

Welcome from President - Jeanne Hall 

My name is Jeanne Hall, I am the President of Phoenix Exotic and would like to brief you on what to expect in our upcoming 
newsletters. The newsletter is an avenue to reach our members who do not have convenient access to our website. We are 
reaching out to make Phoenix Exotic accessible, including in our newsletter information from our e-list for members who are 
currently not online. Enjoy! 

The stated purpose of Phoenix per the articles of incorporation: 

“…for charitable educational and scientific purposes; to educate the public in the necessary safety precautions and procedures for 
dealing with exotic wildlife; and to provide emergency assistance to exotic wildlife in need of care or relocation.”  

“Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association, Inc. is based in the UNITED STATES of AMERICA and addresses concerns within the 
USA and internationally. Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association, incorporated in the state of Washington as a non-profit 
corporation.”  

“Phoenix is dedicated to the legal and ethical ownership of exotic animals by private persons with an emphasis on education and 
safety. Phoenix Exotic Wildlife Association Inc. is an organization of active members working to protect and maintain the rights 
of  private ownership through responsible behavior.”  
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 I would like to announce that the long awaited DVD master copy has arrived of the 2004 Phoenix Exotic Annual 
Meeting that was held at the Plaza Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada. The meeting is available in DVD or VHS format. This has 
turned out terrific and is 4 1/2 hours long! The DVD and VHS case is beautifully done with the Phoenix Exotic Logo , the 
theme of the meeting is "SOLUTIONS" and where the meeting was held, nicely done!! A "Wanna get this" for sure!! For all 
those that want to order a DVD( 2 discs) or VHS ( 2 tapes for better quality) we have tried to keep the cost to a minimal and as 
close to cost as possible. We are only sending in orders of 10 or more at a time in order to help keep the cost down. 
 
To order :   DVD's: $19.95 + $4.95 for shipping and handling 
    VHS : $25.95 + $4.95 shipping and handling 
    (check or money order) 
 
Payment can be made to:  Phoenix Exotic    http://www.paypal.com  
    Wildlife Association  payable to :President@PhoenixExotics.org 
    P O Box 1132  OR *note:please add $2.00 extra if ordering 
    Chehalis, WA 98532   through paypal for paypal fees. 
    
    
Please include:  Name and address 
    Number of copies 
    Amount sent 
    e-mail address or telephone number in the event we need to get in touch with you. 
 
    If you have any questions,  please feel free to contact me at cathspohrer@metrocast.net 
    Cathy Freeman-Spohrer 
    Secretary, Phoenix Exotics 

� � � �� � � � � � 	 � 
 �� � �� 
 � � � � � � � � �
Now available online at http://www.Amazon.com with a beautiful glossy, color  soft cover ! 

 
Phoenix Exotics is proud to present the 
first in a series of books on Responsible 
Ownership of Exotic Animals. This 
book is 115 pages long with  photos 
and il lustrations. Presenting real l i fe 
tales of smal l  exotic cats and their 
dedicated owners, heartwarming, yet 
unafraid to inform prospective owners 
about the potential for hard times, as 
wel l  as good, in such deeply held 
relationships.  
 
Nearly 20 authors including a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine, a Doctor of 
Chiropractic, Veterinary Chiropractic, 
pet owners, breeders, sanctuary owners  
and  folks who have been involved with 
exotic cats for many years have created 
a must read. Now, in their own words, 
exotic owners speak out.  
 

This book gives them voice: 
 

� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � ����

 
1 Copy $8.00 

        5 Copies $32.00 
                     10 Copies $48.00 
                     50 Copies $200.00 
  

(Please include $2.95 for 
 shipping/handling charges) 

 
Send Check or  Money Order  to: 

Phoenix Exotics  
     Wildlife Association 
     PO Box 1132 
     Chehalis, WA 98532 
 

**************************  
   PLEASE NOTE!!!! 

* *************************  
Pr i ces have not  changed i f  you 
purchase directly from Phoenix Exotic 
Wildlife Association. Bulk rates remain 
the same. This is a great deal for the 
price. Definitely take advantage of the 
savings so you can share this treasure 
with friends and colleagues! 
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I nt r oduct i on t o Wal l abi es 
By: Penny St oven 

 
ORDER:  Mar supi al i a.  FAMI LY:  Macr opodi dae.  GENUS:  Macr opus 

 
 Wal l abi es ar e nat i ve t o Aust r al i a,  New Zeal and,  Tasmani a,  New Gui nea,  and a f ew 
ot her  near by Sout h Paci f i c  i s l ands.  Whi l e t her e ar e many var i ous speci es I  wi l l  
i nt r oduce you t o t he most  popul ar  speci es owned her e i n t he U. S.  Wal l abi es ar e 
pr ef er abl y acqui r ed when young pr ef er abl y when bot t l e f eedi ngs ar e down t o t wi ce a 
day.  Car r y i ng t he j oey i n a pouch wi t h you as much as possi bl e i s  a ver y i mpor t ant  
bondi ng pr ocess.  Suckl i ng j oeys ar e f ed mi l k  r epl acement s such as Wombar oo,  Bi ol ac,  
t hough Esbl i ac puppy mi l k  has been used successf ul l y  but  i t  was not  f or mul at ed  
speci f i cal l y  f or  t he wal l aby as t he ot her s I  have ment i oned.  Macr opods ar e known t o be 
l act ose i nt ol er ant  t hat  i s  one of  t he keys f or   t he speci al  f or mul as devel oped f or  
t hem.  Joeys ar e usual l y  t aken by br eeder ' s  at  3 - 4 pounds or  6- 7 mont h' s  f r om t hei r  
mot her ' s  pouches and st ar t ed on bot t l e f eedi ngs.  To cause l ess t r auma t he j oey i s  
t aken f r om t he back and pl aced qui ck l y i nt o a pouch so t he j oey doesn' t  r eal i ze i t  not  
i n i t ' s  mot her ' s  pouch.  A cot t on r oo pouch i s  used by hangi ng i n a pl ay pen t o 
r epr esent  " mom' s pouch" .  The pl aypen i s  used t o l et  t hem have f ood,  wat er  and gr ass t o 
eat  f r eel y.  The pl aypen becomes t hei r  pl ace of  secur i t y .  The mor e t hey ar e hel d t he 
c l oser  t he bond bet ween you and t he j oey.  Weani ng f r om t he bot t l e can st ar t  f r om 10- 15 
pounds but  t hi s depends on each i ndi v i dual .  The l onger  t he bot t l e i s  gi ven t he mor e 
assur ance t o a t i ght er  bond wi t h you and  your  wal l aby.  As wal l abi es become mat ur e,  
pr obl ems can devel op such as chewi ng on car pet i ng.  At  t hi s t i me t hey wi l l  need mor e 
r oom t o r un.  And your  home wi l l  need t o be wal l aby pr oof ed el ect r i cal  cor ds and ot her  
danger s need t o be addr essed.  Encl osur es shoul d be appr oxi mat el y 50x50 f t .  wel ded wi r e 
or  chai n l i nk f ence and shoul d be appr oxi mat el y 6 f t .  f or  pr ot ect i on of  t he wal l aby.  
Shade scr eeni ng r an al ong t he f ence hel ps l essen t he chance of  t he wal l aby get t i ng 
st ar t l ed and pr ovi des pr ot ect i on f r om t hei r  f eet  get t i ng caught  i n t he f enci ng as 
wel l .  A shel t er  shoul d al so be pr ovi ded.  Besi des pr ot ect i on f r om t he el ement s 
wal l abi es need a saf e pl ace t o r et r eat  when f r i ght ened.  I f  i n a col d envi r onment  a 
heat  sour ce wi l l  be needed as wel l .  Wal l abi es can f r eeze t hei r  t ai l  i n t he wi nt er .  
Many owner s al l ow wal l abi es access t o t hei r  homes.  Thei r  s t ool  i s  pel l et ed and easi l y  
c l eaned up.  I t  i s  not  r ecommended t o house t wo unal t er ed mal es t oget her .  Pl ayi ng r ough 
wi t h young mal es i s  not  r ecommended when t hey mat ur e t hey can i nf l i c t  i nj ur i es.  Adul t  
mal es ar e cal l ed bucks or  boomer s,  f emal es ar e cal l ed does t hei r  young ar e cal l ed 
j oeys and as a gr oup t hey ar e r ef er r ed t o as a mob.  Wor mi ng i s  usual l y  done by usi ng 
I ver mect i n [ cat t l e- i nj ect abl e]  i s  gi ven or al l y  usual l y  gi ven by pl aci ng a f ew dr ops on 
a s l i ce of  wheat  br ead.  Ant i bi ot i cs shoul d not  be gi ven or al l y  t hough as t hi s wi l l  
dest r oy t he f l or a i n t he gut  and al so causes yeast  i nf ect i ons i n t he i nt est i nes.  
Nyst at i n i s  usual l y  gi ven t o wal l abi es bei ng t r eat ed wi t h ant i bi ot i cs.  A commer ci al  
di et  t hat  i s  hi ghl y r ecommended i s  Happy Hopper . Mazur i  al so of f er s a wal l aby f eed as 
wel l .  Wal l abi es enj oy gr azi ng on gr ass.  I n addi t i on make sur e t hat  anyt hi ng of f er ed 
f or  consumpt i on i s  not  chemi cal l y  t r eat ed as not  t o upset  t hei r  del i cat e syst ems.  Some 
addi t i onal  suppl ement al  f oods ar e sweet  pot at oes,  wheat  br ead ,  car r ot s,  appl es and 
appl e t r ee t wi gs as wel l .   
Dama Macr opus eugeni i   
The Dama i s pr i mar i l y  a noct ur nal  ani mal  i n t he wi l d but  can be f ound f or agi ng and 
sunni ng by day.  They ar e somewhat  sol i t ar y as wel l  usual l y  onl y f ound i n pai r s.  Thei r  
wei ght  i s  usual l y  bet ween 9- 22 pds.  and t hey s i t  ar ound 18 i n.  The mal es bei ng l ar ger  
t han t he f emal es.  Li f espan i s  appr oxi mat el y 16 year s.  They ar e one of  t he most  popul ar  
t o keep i n capt i v i t y  because of  t hei r  s i ze and ar e f ai r l y  easy t o keep.  The mal es ar e 
sexual l y  mat ur e at  2 year s whi l e t he f emal e i s  sexual l y  mat ur e at  ni ne mont hs.  The 
gest at i on per i od i s  28 days t hen t he newbor n j oey c l i mbs up t o t he pouch wher e i t  
cont i nues i t s  devel opment  f or  150 days bef or e f i nal l y  maki ng i t ' s  appear ance t o t he 
out s i de wor l d.           ( cont i nued)  
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I t  wi l l  r emai n i n t he mot her s pouch wher e i t  wi l l  suckl e f or  up t o 5- 11 mont hs.  The 
wal l abi es f ur  wi l l  gr ow and i t  wi l l  come al l  t he way out  of  t he pouch at  about  s i x  
mont hs ol d,  al l  t he whi l e t he pouch expands t o make mor e r oom f or  i t .  A j oey ent er s 
t he pouch by di v i ng i n headf i r s t .  I t  t hen ei t her  r emai ns i n t hat  posi t i on wi t h i t s  
l egs and t ai l  hangi ng out  or  i t  may somer saul t  i t sel f  ar ound.  I t  can st ay compl et el y 
i ns i de or  poke i t s  head out .   
Bennet t  Macr opus r uf ogr i seus  
The bennet t ' s  wal l aby i s  one of  t he l ar gest  of  t he wal l abi es.  The f ur  of  t he Bennet t ’ s  
wal l aby i s  a gr ayi sh- chocol at e col or .  They can gr ow t o 30- 36 i nches i n body s i ze and 
wi t h t he t ai l  24- 30 i nches l ong.  They can r each up t o 3 f eet  i n hei ght  whi l e s i t t i ng.  
Thei r  wei ght  i s  usual l y  bet ween 35- 40 pounds f or  f emal es and 40- 50 pounds f or  mal es.  
I n t he wi l d t hey l i ve i n gr oups of  up t o 30 cal l ed mobs.  They ar e consi der ed br owser s 
l engt h of  t he est r ous cycl e i s  appr oxi mat el y 33 days and t he gest at i on per i od i s  about  
30 days.  Li f espan i s  appr oxi mat el y 15 year s.  The Bennet t ’ s  wal l aby pr act i ces embr yoni c 
di apause but  t he bi r t h of  t he j oey r esul t i ng f r om t hi s mat i ng i s  not  bor n unt i l  t he 
f ol l owi ng br eedi ng season.  I f  t he f emal e was mat ed wi t hout  al r eady havi ng a j oey i n 
pouch,  t he bi r t h of  t he j oey wi l l  be 8 mont hs l at er ,  however  i f  t he f emal e had a j oey 
when mat ed,  t hen t he bi r t h of  t he j oey i n di apause wi l l  not  be unt i l  t he exi st i ng 
j oeys i s  f ul l y  out  of  pouch,  bet ween 16- 29 days af t er  t he j oey i s  f ul l y  out  of  pouch.  
Joeys ar e i n pouch unt i l  9- 9 1/ 2 mont hs ol d and suckl e unt i l  12- 17 mont hs ol d.  I n 
capt i v i t y  Bennet t ’ s  f emal es ar e abl e t o mat e f r om about  14 mont hs ol d and t he mal es 
ar ound 19 mont hs of  age.  They usual l y  emer ge f r om t he pouch at  220 days f ul l y  emer ged 
at  280 days.  
Swamp Wal l abi a Bi - Col or  
Br eedi ng occur s i n bot h sexes bet ween t he ages of  15- 18 mont h.  Af t er  a gest at i on 
per i od of  33- 38 days,  a s i ngl e young i s  bor n.  They mat e a second t i me 8 days pr i or  t o 
t he bi r t h of  t he est abl i shed f et us,  t her ef or e t he gest at i on per i od i s  l onger  t han t he 
est r ous cycl e.  The Swamp wal l abi es ar e bl ack wi t h r eddi sh gol d hi ghl i ght s on t he chest  
and f ace.  Pouch l i f e i s  compl et e by 8- 9 mont hs,  and suckl i ng cont i nues unt i l  
appr oxi mat el y 15 mont hs of  age.  When Swamps at t ack,  t hey j ump hi gh,  t hen scr at ch wi t h 
t hei r  c l aws,  bi t e,  and k i ck t o i nj ur e t hei r  v i c t i m.  Swamps ar e pr obabl y t he most  
el usi ve macr opod,  and ar e sel dom seen i n t he wi l d.  These ar e r ecommended i f  you ar e 
pl anni ng on havi ng one wal l aby t hey ar e sol i t ar y and ar e consi der ed l oyal  t o one 
per son as wel l . They ar e usual l y  l ear y of  s t r anger s and shoul d not  be f or ced t o 
i nt er act  wi t h t hem.  Thi s speci es does not  adapt  t o col d weat her  as wel l .  
 
Recommended Br eeder :  
Chr i s Thompson who i s a known amongst  her  peer s t o be one of  t he most  r espect ed br eeder s and i s al so known 
f or  st ar t i ng MI E a non- pr of i t  Or g. [ macr opod i nf or mat i onal  exchange]  and i s owner  of  PeeWee' s Pamper ed Pet  
Pr oduct s.  f oxhi l l f ar m@di r ecway. com 
Recommended r eadi ng:  
Macr opods Thei r  car e,  br eedi ng and t he r ear i ng of  t hei r  young.  
Recommend l i nk t o heal t hcar e:  
Vet er i nar y Aspect s of  Macr opods by Dr . l . J. Hough B. Sc. , B. V. M. S. , M. A. C. V. Sc.   
ht t p: / / user s. char i ot . net . au/ ~wwo/ vet er i nar y. ht ml  

 Mai ne:  Wi l dl i f e of f i c i al s t r y t o cal m bear  f ear s 
Submi t t ed by ( SOUTHZOO)  Mon Jun 14,  2004 
ORTLAND ( AP)  - -  Mai ne bi ol ogi st s say t hat  t he number  of  r un- i ns bet ween bear s and 
peopl e i s  not  any hi gher  t hi s year  t han usual .  Bear  bi ol ogi st  Jenni f er  Vashon says t he 
ear l y  snowmel t  and col d spr i ng made bear s hungr y.  They awoke f r om hi ber nat i on ear l y  t o 
f i nd t he ber r y cr op was not  r eady yet .  But  she says i t ' s  t oo ear l y  t o pr ove t he number  
of  bear  pr obl ems t hi s year  i s  any hi gher  t han usual .  Suppor t er s of  a r ef er endum i n 
November  t hat  woul d ban bear  bai t i ng say r ef er endum opponent s ar e pl ayi ng up t he bear  
at t acks i n an at t empt  t o sway publ i c  opi ni on.  Ceci l  Gr ay of  Hunt er s f or  Fai r  Bear  
Hunt i ng,  whi ch suppor t s t he ban,  says t he i ssue i s  get t i ng over bl own.  But  Edi e Lear y 
of  t he Fi sh and Wi l dl i f e Conser vat i on Counci l ,  whi ch opposes a ban on bear  bai t i ng,  
says t he counci l  i s  maki ng no speci al  ef f or t  t o i ncr ease nui sance bear  r epor t s.  Lear y 
says such r epor t s do br i ng t o t he f or ef r ont  t he need t o cont r ol  t he bear  popul at i on.  
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Fr om:  <r une. r ai on@v. . . >  
Dat e:  Fr i  Jun 4,  2004 3: 28 pm  
KY:  " John Boy' s"  dad saves exot i cs 
Submi t t ed by ( r une. r ai on)  Fr i  Jun 4,  2004 
RI CHARD THOMAS SAVED HI S EXOTI C ANI MALS AFTER RAI NS CAME 
By Lee Muel l er  
EASTERN KENTUCKY BUREAU 
PAI NTSVI LLE -  When he went  t o s l eep Sunday ni ght ,  79- year - ol d Ri char d Scot t  Thomas 
never  dr eamed he woul d wake up and have t o swi m t o t r y t o save hi s camel .  " I ' m a good 
swi mmer , "  sai d Thomas,  a f or mer  New Yor k Ci t y Bal l et  dancer  and i nst r uct or ,  but  not  
t hat  good.  Thomas,  t he f at her  of  act or  Ri char d Ear l  Thomas - -  " John Boy"  i n t he l ong-
r unni ng t el evi s i on show The Wal t ons - -  sai d yest er day t hat ,  when he got  out  of  bed 
about  3: 30 a. m.  Monday i n hi s Johnson Count y home,  he st epped i nt o ankl e- hi gh wat er .  
By t he t i me he r eached hi s back por ch,  f l oodwat er  - -  " I  t hought  i t  was backwat er , "  he 
sai d - -  f r om near by Jennys Cr eek was near l y up t o hi s chest .  Thomas waded t owar d hi s 
bar nyar d wher e he st abl es about  40 exot i c  ani mal s i n a r ow of  bui l di ngs and began 
openi ng bar n door s t o f r ee hi s ani mal s.  As t he wat er  r ose,  Thomas st r i pped of f  hi s 
Br ooks Br ot her s ni ght shi r t  and began swi mmi ng - -  agai nst  a swi f t  cur r ent  - -  t owar d t he 
l ast  bui l di ng i n an at t empt  t o f r ee Al ex,  a t wo- humped camel  - -  and a f ar m f avor i t e.   
The cur r ent  kept  pushi ng hi m back agai nst  a met al  gat e,  about  30 f eet  f r om t he camel ' s  
st al l ,  he sai d.  Pr essed agai nst  t he gat e,  Thomas sai d he l ooked behi nd t he bar n,  saw 
" t wo humps wal k i ng i n t he wat er "  and r eal i zed Al ex pr obabl y was saf e.  As he was 
hangi ng on t o a bar n wi ndow,  Thomas sai d a bl ack wat er  buf f al o swam past  hi m.  " That  
was pr et t y wei r d, "  he sai d,  but  per haps not  as sur pr i s i ng as t he f l oat i ng appl i ance 
t hat  gr eet ed hi m af t er  he swam,  f ol l owi ng a submer ged f ence l i ne,  back t o hi s k i t chen 
door .  " I  di dn' t  know r ef r i ger at or s coul d f l oat , "  he sai d.  Di ck Thomas,  as r el at i ves 
cal l  hi m,  i s  a Pai nt sv i l l e nat i ve whose gr andf at her  was mayor  and whose f at her  was 
once count y j udge and a st at e mi ni ng of f i c i al .  Thomas has been l i v i ng on hi s par ent s '  
f ar m on Ky.  825,  about  5 mi l es f r om Pai nt svi l l e,  f or  about  f our  year s af t er  a car eer  
i n show busi ness t hat  r ubbed of f  on hi s mor e- f amous son.  Af t er  gr aduat i ng f r om 
Pai nt svi l l e Hi gh School  i n 1943,  Thomas went  t o t he Uni ver s i t y  of  Kent ucky,  i gnor ed 
hi s f at her ' s  advi ce t o become an engi neer  and accompani ed an aunt  t o t he West  Coast  
wher e he became a dancer  i n Los Angel es.  Mi t z i  Gaynor ,  he sai d,  was hi s f i r s t  dance 
par t ner .  Af t er  Wor l d War  I I  ended,  Thomas moved t o New Yor k wher e he j oi ned sever al  
bal l et  compani es,  i nc l udi ng t he New Yor k Ci t y Bal l et .  I n 1950,  he mar r i ed dancer  
Bar bar a Fal l i s  dur i ng a t r i p t o Cuba,  and t hei r  f i r s t  chi l d,  Ri char d Ear l  Thomas,  was 
bor n i n 1951.  For  year s,  t he young act or  v i s i t ed hi s gr andpar ent s i n East er n Kent ucky 
al most  ever y year .  The younger  Thomas,  now 53,  i s  a Br oadway act or .  I n 1985,  a f ew 
year s af t er  t he passi ng of  hi s wi f e and t hen hi s f at her ,  Di ck Thomas c l osed hi s dance 
school  i n Manhat t an and r et i r ed.  He st i l l  owns a 16- r oom Vi ct or i an house i n New 
Rochel l e,  N. Y. ,  but  r esi des on hi s smal l  f ar m,  cal l ed Gol i ght l y ,  wedged bet ween a 
r ai l r oad t r ack and Jennys Cr eek.  Wednesday,  Thomas bant er ed wi t h a nei ghbor  he hi r ed 
t o haul  away and t r y t o sal vage sever al  pi eces of  ant i que f ur ni t ur e i nher i t ed f r om hi s 
par ent s,  i nc l udi ng a gr andf at her  c l ock he sai d hi s mot her  won on a TV game show,  Say 
When! ,  whi l e i n New Yor k.  " My mot her  was a hoot , "  Thomas sai d,  smi l i ng.  Thomas has 
bui l t  f ences and bar ns f or  a di ver se col l ect i on of  ani mal s,  most  of  whi ch sur v i ved 
l ast  weekend' s f l oodi ng.  They i nc l ude a bi son named Ni ckel ,  a wat er  buf f al o,  a Br ahma 
bul l ,  l l amas,  emus,  peacocks and a st abl ef ul  of  quar t er hor ses.  Yest er day,  f enced 
past ur es wer e st i l l  quagmi r es of  mud,  whi ch al so f i l l ed Thomas'  new pi ckup,  par ked 
Sunday ni ght  wi t h t he wi dows open.  " We l ost  t hr ee goat s and a donkey and a pot bel l y  
pi g named Pepper , "  Thomas sai d.  Al ex,  t he camel ,  appear ed i n need of  gr oomi ng 
yest er day,  but  pl ayf ul l y  ni pped at  Thomas'  hat .  Scot t  Pr est on,  a cousi n who i s  a 
Pai nt sv i l l e at t or ney,  sai d at  one poi nt ,  Thomas al so t r i ed t o buy an el ephant ,  " but  
somebody beat  hi m t o i t . "   
ht t p: / / www. kent ucky. com/ ml d/ kent ucky/ news/ 8834868. ht m 
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Mi nnesot a Passes Law Agai nst  Keepi ng Danger ous Ani mal s as Pet s 
Submi t t ed by ( SOUTHZOO)  Wed Jun 2,  2004 
To:  Nat i onal  Desk,  Legal  Repor t er  
Cont act :  Chr i s Cut t er  of  I nt er nat i onal  Fund f or  Ani mal  Wel f ar e,  508- 744- 2066 or  
ccut t er @i . . . ;  Web:  ht t p: / / www. i f aw. or g 
YARMOUTHPORT,  Mass. ,  June 2 / U. S.  Newswi r e/  - -  The I nt er nat i onal  Fund f or  Ani mal  
Wel f ar e ( I FAW,  Web:  ht t p: / / www. i f aw. or g)  t oday announced t hat  Mi nnesot a Gov.  Ti m 
Pawl ent y has s i gned i nt o l aw a bi l l  pr ohi bi t i ng t he possessi on of  danger ous wi l d 
ani mal s - -  such as bi g cat s,  bear s,  and nonhuman pr i mat es - -  as pet s.  I FAW pushed f or  
t he bi l l ' s  passage t o l i mi t  t he number  of  wi l d ani mal s cur r ent l y  bei ng kept  i n pr i vat e 
owner shi p acr oss t he count r y.  The l egi s l at i on wi l l  event ual l y  phase out  owner shi p of  
bi g cat s,  pr i mat es and bear s as pet s i n Mi nnesot a.  Zoos,  wi l dl i f e sanct uar i es,  
l i censed game f ar ms,  r esear ch f aci l i t i es,  and c i r cuses wi l l  not  be af f ect ed by t hi s 
l aw t hough exi st i ng br eeder s wi l l  be subj ect  t o st r i c t er  r egul at i ons.  Cur r ent l y ,  i t  i s  
est i mat ed t hat  t her e ar e over  10, 000 t i ger s,  up t o 20, 000 l ar ge cat s and at  l east  
3, 000 gr eat  apes bei ng kept  i n pr i vat e hands acr oss t he Uni t ed St at es.  I n Febr uar y of  
t hi s year ,  f our  t i ger s wer e f ound dead at  a br eedi ng f aci l i t y  i n Pel i can Rapi ds,  
Mi nn. ,  and a man i n Red Wi ng,  Mi nn. ,  was convi ct ed f or  i l l egal l y  possessi ng f i ve 
t i ger s.  " Thi s l egi s l at i on wi l l  r educe t he number  of  danger ous wi l d ani mal s kept  as 
pet s and hel p ensur e t he saf et y and heal t h of  t he Mi nnesot a publ i c , "  sai d Sar ah Tyack 
of  I FAW.  I n December  2003,  I FAW hel ped t o pass t he Capt i ve Wi l dl i f e Saf et y Act ,  a 
f eder al  bi l l  t hat  bans t he i nt er st at e commer ce of  bi g cat s.  The bi l l  was t he f i r s t  
nat i onal  st ep t owar d s l owi ng t he t r ade i n exot i c  pet s acr oss Amer i ca.  -  The 
I nt er nat i onal  Fund f or  Ani mal  Wel f ar e ( I FAW)  - -  Web:  ht t p: / / www. i f aw. or g - -  wor ks t o 
i mpr ove t he wel f ar e of  wi l d and domest i c  ani mal s t hr oughout  t he wor l d by r educi ng 
commer ci al  expl oi t at i on of  ani mal s,  pr ot ect i ng wi l dl i f e habi t at s,  and assi st i ng 
ani mal s i n di st r ess.  I FAW seeks t o mot i vat e t he publ i c  t o pr event  cr uel t y  t o ani mal s 
and t o pr omot e ani mal  wel f ar e and conser vat i on pol i c i es t hat  advance t he wel l - bei ng of  
bot h ani mal s and peopl e.  ht t p: / / www. usnewswi r e. com/  - 0-  / �  2004 U. S.  Newswi r e 202- 347-

CA:  Coyot e at t acks chi l dr en 
Submi t t ed by ( r une. r ai on)  Mon Jun 7,  2004 
SI MI  VALLEY,  Cal i f .  ( AP)  - -  
Pol i ce shot  t o deat h a coyot e t hey bel i eve at t acked f our  chi l dr en,  i nc l udi ng a 3- year -
ol d who was hospi t al i zed wi t h bi t es t o hi s neck,  f ace,  head and ear ,  aut hor i t i es sai d 
Monday.  The at t acks occur r ed shor t l y  bef or e 7 p. m.  Sunday i n a r esi dent i al  
nei ghbor hood near  Ol d Wi ndmi l l  Par k,  on t he edge of  an ar ea of  r ur al  t r ai l s  on t he 
west  end of  t own,  sai d Sgt .  Joe May,  a pol i ce spokesman.  None of  t he i nj ur i es,  
i nc l udi ng t hose t o t he hospi t al i zed boy,  wer e ser i ous,  May sai d.  The at t acks occur r ed 
i n one of  t he c i t y ' s  newest  subdi v i s i ons,  i n an ar ea t hat  abut s t he hi l l s  near  t he 
Ronal d Reagan Pr esi dent i al  Li br ar y.  The ar ea i s  i n t he mi dst  of  a dr y spel l ,  whi ch 
aut hor i t i es say coul d have br ought  t he ani mal  out  of  t he hi l l s  i n a sear ch of  wat er .  
Vent ur a Count y Ani mal  Cont r ol  of f i cer s t ook possessi on of  t he ani mal ' s  car cass and 
wer e t r y i ng t o det er mi ne what  pr ompt ed t he at t acks.  " Ani mal  cont r ol  wi l l  t ake i t  and 
do a r abi es t est , "  May sai d.  Of f i cer s wer e f i r s t  summoned t o a home wher e wi t nesses 
sai d boys ages 2 and 3 wer e at t acked as t hey pl ayed i n t hei r  back yar d.  The coyot e bi t  
one of  t hem on t he r i ght  ankl e and t he ot her  on t he l ef t  ankl e bef or e nei ghbor s chased 
i t  away,  May sai d.  The ani mal  t hen sur f aced a f ew bl ocks away,  wher e i t  scr at ched a 7-
year - ol d boy on t he ankl e.  Whi l e sear chi ng t he ar ea f or  t he coyot e,  t he of f i cer s got  a 
r epor t  t hat  i t  had sur f aced agai n,  near  Canyon Vi ew Dr i ve,  wher e i t  gr abbed a 3- year -
ol d boy by t he head and at t empt ed t o dr ag hi m away.  The of f i cer s l ocat ed t he ani mal  
and opened f i r e af t er  i t  t hr eat ened t o at t ack t hem,  May sai d.  I t  was st r uck by t wo 
bul l et s.  ht t p: / / www. sf gat e. com/ cgi - bi n/ ar t i c l e. cgi ?f i l e=/ news/ ar chi ve/ 2004/ 06/ 07/
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